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LEAVENWORTH COUNTY ARTISTS ASSOCIATION BYLAWS

ARTICLE I

NAME OF ASSOCIATION

Section 1 
Constituted January 11, 1983, the Association existing under these laws shall be known as the Leavenworth County Artists Association.

ARTICLE II
PURPOSE OF ASSOCIATION

Section 1
The purpose of this not-for-profit organization is three fold; to provide opportunities for discussing art, to share common goals and ideas in the artistic field, and to promote art awareness within the community.


The structure of this sentence was altered on Jan. 12, 2010, to better articulate the purpose of this organization.
Section 2
This organization is formed exclusively for charitable and educational purposes set forth in paragraph 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code and, notwithstanding any other provisions of these bylaws, it will not undertake any activities not permitted a paragraph 501(c)(3) organization.
This amendment to the original bylaws was added on May 14, 1991, to bring our group into compliance with IRS laws governing non-profit organizations.
ARTICLE III

MEMBERSHIP AND VOTING

Section 1
Membership in the Association shall be offered to any person interested in promoting the visual arts.  All dues paying members, and ONLY dues paying members, are allowed to vote.

Section 2
Membership Definitions:


a.  Full Member:  Dues paying member.


b.  Patron Member:  A non-dues paying person who assists the association with money, support or endorsement, 
or,


a high school age student member for the duration of one year, after which time he/she may join the Association as a dues paying member.
An amendment to the original bylaws, changing the wording in Sections 1 and 2, was added on Jan. 13, 1998, to distinguish between a full member and an associate member.  A further amendment was added on Jan. 12, 2010 to simplify the member definitions to only Full Member and Patron Member.
ARTICLE IV

DUES

Section 1
The dues for membership in the Association shall be established by majority vote of the general membership.  Membership dues will be payable in January of each year for the succeeding calendar year.  


This amendment replaced the previous Section I in its entirety in Dec. of 1986, to preclude having to vote on amendment change each time the dues fee needed to be changed over the years.

Section 2
Any person joining the Association between Jan 1st and June 30th will pay full year membership dues.  Any person joining the Association after July 1st will pay ½ year membership dues, PLUS the following years full membership dues.


This amendment was added on Sept. 14, 1993, because there was no provision in the bylaws for the practice of prorating dues when someone joined after July, often joining just prior to an art show and benefiting from reduced rates on screen and space rentals.  The wording of this section was simplified on Jan. 12, 2010.
ARTICLE V
FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITIES

Section 1
All monies received as dues shall be credited to the General Fund of the Association.

Section 2
Disbursement of funds of the General Fund must be approved by the President and the Treasurer for amounts under $100.  These disbursements are typically reimbursement checks for Association goods or services brought forth through committee work and accompanied by a receipt.  Amounts over $100 must be approved by the majority of the elected Board of officers prior to disbursement.    


This section was amended on Jan. 12, 2010, to allow for routine Association fund disbursement by the treasurer at the start of each Association meeting.
Section 3
During the month ending the retiring President’s term of office, the President shall appoint a committee of two members to audit the General Fund.  The annual report will be read at the next regular meeting of the Association, and a copy of the audit will be filed with the regular minutes of the Association.


This amendment was changed on Jan. 12, 2010, reducing the number of auditors from three to two due to a historical lack of volunteers for this task.
Section 4
In the event of dissolution of the Leavenworth County Artists Association, any funds shall be given to an art department (or art departments) in an educational institution(s) within Leavenworth County as a scholarship grant(s).


This amendment to the original bylaws was added on Jan. 10, 1984, to bring our group into compliance with IRS laws governing non-profit organizations.  It was further amended on Jan. 12, 2010, to allow for fund distribution to more than one institution if monies in the treasury allowed for such.

ARTICLE VI
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Section 1
The elective officers of the Association shall be the President, the Vice President, the Secretary and the Treasurer, all elected by the membership, for a term of one year.  All officers or committees appointed by the President shall be appointive for only the term of the President. 


This amendment was changed on Jan. 12, 2010, to delete the officer position of 2nd Vice president.  The previous duties of the 2nd Vice president, Member Recruitment and Publicity, shall hereafter fall under committee work.
Section 2
Election of officers shall be at the regular meeting of the Association in November of each year for the succeeding calendar year.  Chairpersons for the next year’s major committees shall also be appointed at the November meeting.  


This amendment was added on Sept. 14, 1993, to change the election of officers from January of the succeeding year to November of the previous year so that officers could assume office in January.  

This amendment was further changed on January 12, 2010, to delete the December meeting altogether, and to reflect the Holiday Pot Luck dinner and art related gift exchange and new officer installation as the January kick off event for new year.

 Committees are subject to change, but as of Jan. 12, 2010, committees are as follows:



Membership



Public Relations


Exhibits



Scholarship



Show

Section 3
Installation of the newly elected officers shall be at the regular meeting of the Association in January of each year.

Section 4
A vacancy in any office of the Association shall be filled in the same manner as prescribed for the annual election, with the exception that in the case of death, removal or resignation of the President, the Vice President shall at once become President and assume all duties of that office.

ARTICLE VII
DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1
Duties of the President:


*To preside at all meetings of the Association and to have general supervision over the business and affairs of the Association.  

*To approve all disbursements of funds of the General Fund.

*To make an annual report covering the business of the Association for the year, and recommendations for the ensuing year, and read at the November meeting.

*To be an ex-officio member of all committees with the right to vote.

*To appoint such committees as are necessary to conduct the affairs of the Association.

*To appoint a two member nominating committee in September of each year to search out eligible persons to fill the slate of officers for the forthcoming election.

This amendment was added on Sept. 14, 1993, to comply with date changes made in Article VI, sections 2 and 3.  This allows the nominating committee two months to seek out eligible candidates for office.  This amendment was further changed on Jan. 12, 2010, to reduce the nominating committee from three persons to two to ease communications  and decision timeliness.

Section 2

Duties of the Vice President:

*To assume the duties of the President in the President’s absence or disability.

*To be responsible for Association programs for our meetings.

Section 3

Duties of the Secretary:

*To keep a full and correct record of all proceedings of all meetings of the Association.

*To perform the duties of the Treasurer when the Treasurer is absent or incapacitated.

This section was amended on Jan. 12, 2010, to delete the duty of maintaining the membership roster of the Association.

Section 4

Duties of the Treasurer:




*To maintain a roster of members of the Association.
*To have charge of all finances and, by direction of the President, shall make any disbursements as are necessary for the conduct of Association business.

ARTICLE VIII
MEETINGS

Section 1
Regular meetings of the Association will be held on the second Tuesday of each month, except December, at the hour of 7pm, at which time such business as may be properly brought forth will be conducted.

Section 2
30% of the total full membership shall constitute a quorum at any meeting of the Association.

Section 3
All proceedings of the Association shall be conducted pursuant to Robert’s Rules of Order.

ARTICLE IX
AVAILABILITY OF BYLAWS

Section 1
The original copy of the Association Bylaws shall be filed with the minutes of the Association.  A current copy of the Association Bylaws will be brought to each Association meeting by the Secretary.

This section was amended on Jan. 12, 2010, to delete the requirement that the Original Bylaws of 1983 need not be brought to each meeting of the Association.
Section 2
A copy of the Association Bylaws will be provided to each member of the Association upon joining.

ARTICLE X
MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION

Section 1
Each member of the Association shall furnish the Treasurer with his or her name and contact information, and any changes thereto, for Association mailing and contact purposes. 


The terminology of this section was changed on Jan. 12, 2010, from address to contact information to reflect the use of email and cell phone usage as primary contact tools.   

Section 2
Members who require or request Association information that is available online to be mailed to them via the postal system will be required to pay an additional fee at the time of dues payment.  


This section was amended on Jan. 12, 2010, to reflect the continually rising rate of postal mail.
ARTICLE XI
ART SHOWS AND DISPLAYS

Section 1
The Association will endeavor to arrange for public displays, exhibits and shows of members’ art in public places and establishments in the local area.


This section was amended on Jan. 12, 2010 to delete the portion stating “will sponsor an annual art show of works created by the members.”  The occurrence and scheduling of an Art show, or shows, will fall under the decision of the Show Committee.

Section 2
Works exhibited under Association sponsorship shall be limited to original art based upon artistic creativity and will not include items crafted from commercial patterns, molds or designs meant for mass production.  

Section 3
In any Association- sponsored art show or display, the works exhibited shall be of such a nature as to not give offense to the general viewing public.  

The show committee shall be the sole judge on the exclusion of questionable works in art shows.  

The exhibit site Point of Contact person, the participating artist and the Exhibit Committee Chair will determine the exclusion of questionable works for display in association sponsored exhibits, typically Artist of the Month exhibits at our Art Around Town exhibit venues.  

This amendment was changed on Jan. 12, 2010, to clarify the responsibility for exclusion at exhibit sites versus art shows.  
ARTICLE XII

AMENDMENTS

Section 1
These bylaws may be amended at any meeting of the Association by a vote of 2/3 of the members attending such a meeting, provided that the proposed amendment(s) shall have been submitted in writing and read at the preceding regular meeting of the Association.

Adopted this 8th day of March 1983, by the original signers of the Association Bylaws:


Richard Waszak, President;  Betty Clay, 1st Vice-President;  Mary Jane Choice, 2nd Vice-President;  Norma Johnson Jones, Secretary;  Veda Infield, Treasurer

